Carotid artery inflammation associated with gemcitabine-based therapy: a special report.
Vasculitis is an inflammation that can present as acute or chronic in nature, which causes changes in the walls of blood vessels, including thickening, weakening, narrowing and scarring. Gemcitabine, an antimetabolite chemotherapeutic agent, is generally well tolerated with a favorable side effect profile. However, there is increasing evidence that it is associated with vasculitis, which can affect small and large vessels. In this case report, we report a patient who has experienced fever with severe tenderness over right carotid artery, which occurred on the fifth day after the administration of gemcitabine. The exact mechanism of gemcitabine-induced vasculitis is unknown but cessation of gemcitabine and initiation of anti-inflammatory treatment appears to aid in the resolution of the clinical syndrome.